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pal o alto histor ic al association
general meeting

Sunday, April 2 at 2:00 p.m.
Lucie Stern Community Center
1305 Middlefield Road, Palo Alto
Free & open to the public
Cookies & coffee

The Great Earthquake of 1906
The devastation on the Stanford campus as a result of
the 1906 Earthquake has been well reported over the
years. Less well known is what happened in Palo
Alto. Tom Wyman will talk about the impact of the
earthquake in Palo Alto on that fateful day, April 18,
1906, and in the days following.
Few know how Palo Altans banded together with
Stanford faculty and students to deal with the aftermath both here in Palo Alto and in San Francisco.
SPEAKER:
It’s
the heart-warming story of people struggling to
Tom Wyman,
recover
from a disaster themselves, organizing relief
Engineer &
efforts,
and
Geologist
reaching out
with help to others who suffered
even greater losses.
The concept of plate tectonics
underlies our understanding of
global geology and earthquakes
today. Near-legendary Stanford
geology professor Bailey Willis,
known affectionately by students
as “Earthquake Willis,” played an
interesting role in the development
of the concept of continental drift.
Tom graduated from Stanford
with engineering degrees and
training as a geologist. He is the
immediate past-president of the
Palo Alto Historical Association.
Join us for this program about
the 1906 Earthquake.

Notice to Palo Altans five days after
the 1906 quake. (Palo Alto Historical
Association Archives)
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The Palo Alto Historical Association, a
non-profit organization, was established in
1948 as successor to an earlier organization
founded in 1913. Its main objectives are:
• Collect, organize, and preserve materials
pertaining to the history and heritage of
Palo Alto.
• Spread information about Palo Alto’s
history by means of programs, displays,
and publications.
• Recognize and preserve historic sites
and structures.
The Guy Miller Archives of the Palo
Alto Historical Association are stored at
the Main Library, 1213 Newell Road.
Board meetings are held the first
Wednesday of each month (except for
August) at the Lucie Stern Community
Center at 4 p.m.
General meetings are held the first
Sunday of each month (October–
December, February–May) at the Lucie
Stern Community Center at 2 p.m.
Meetings include speakers. The final
general meeting of the year is held in June
and includes a dinner and a program.
The public is welcome at all meetings.

•
Interested in
becoming a paha member?
Here’s how …Pick up a brochure
at any library or one of our
general meetings. Or, send your
name, address, phone number
and email address to
PAHA, P.O. Box 193
Palo Alto, CA 94302
with a check for your choice of
membership: Individual : $25;
Family: $40; Sustaining : $60;
Business : $100; Life : $350.
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Local earthquake stories are still remembered, even after a hundred
years. Here is one of them. Some may remember “Uncle Dan”
from the
Wood as a familiar sight driving his stagecoach in Peninsula
President parades for decades. Uncle Dan was one of the last stagecoach
drivers in San Mateo County, driving between Redwood City
Susan
and Pescadero via La Honda. The Wood family lived at 1110
Bright Winn
Hamilton (in a cottage long gone) at the time of the earthquake.
The following is taken from a letter written by his son, Stanley Wood.
“On the morning of April 19, 1906, the morning after the San Francisco
earthquake, we were living in Palo Alto, had been badly shaken up and
frightened. The house had been moderately damaged, but none of us
were hurt. During the afternoon of the 18th, reports began to come down
that San Francisco was burning — huge clouds of smoke could be seen in
the north, and things didn’t look good for S.F. A number of Palo Alto
residents had businesses in S.F. and they were anxious to see what had
happened to them. There were no trains running, autos were few and far
between, and not too dependable, so some of them hired Dad to take
them in to S.F. by team. He put six horses on a stage, put me on the seat
next to him, and took off. We went in by way of what is now 101 Highway
and Mission Street, met hundreds of people leaving the city on foot,
horseback and on carriages, all of them scared nearly to death. And when
we had reached one of the hilltops in the outer Mission I didn’t blame
them for being frightened. There in front of us was the burning city. By
that time, mid-morning of the 19th, the entire main part of the city was
involved, and the wind happened to be blowing from the southeast, so
we could see it all. We went down Mission Street until the soldiers
stopped us, probably somewhere around 29th and Mission, let the
men out to try and work their way downtown, fed and tried to water
the team, and waited. Water was hard to find.
“All our passengers got back to us that afternoon. Some had made it all
the way down, but most had not. We got back to Palo Alto late that night,
after a day I will never forget.”

A Note

I grew up with stories of the 1906 earthquake. My grandmother,
at age 13, had just moved wth her recently widowed mother from
San Francisco to Sonoma County. Although unharmed by the
quake and the many aftershakes, the family was so frightened
that they continued to sleep outdoors for several weeks.
St eve Staiger
Palo Alto accounts are similar. There were minor injuries but
no fatalities. Many buildings suffered damage, primarily from
chimneys falling, but the wooden buildings mostly survived. There were
a few exceptions such as Lirio Hall which totally collapsed.
Damage on the Stanford campus was much greater. There were two
fatalities, and the newer buildings completed during Mrs. Stanford’s
“stone age,” following Leland Stanford’s estate legal battles were nearly
destroyed. The Memorial Church and the new gymnasium, library and
the Memorial Arch were so badly damaged that rebuilding took years.
The aftermath of the earthquake was documented by numerous photographers. Our Archives have many images of Palo Alto and Stanford
campus including some “before and after” shots. Over the years survivors
have recorded their memories, and we have some of these stories on tape
and in the written word.
Following the earthquake, Palo Altans organized relief efforts to
assist those less fortunate than themselves. Supplies were sent by wagon
to help feed San Francisco survivors camping in tent cities. Afterwards,
an extensive report was prepared by local citizens, and several Stanford
professors were involved in state and national investigations to determine
how such an event might be mitigated. The Palo Alto Library and our
Archives have copies of all these reports.

From the
Desk of the
Historian

The top half of the front page of the Palo Alto Tribune’s “extra” edition for April 18, 1906. (Palo Alto Historical Association Archives)

The Morning of April 18, 1906
The Montgomery Ward building in downtown Palo Alto after the earthquake.
(Palo Alto Historical Association Archives)

The Stanford Memorial Church, Stanford University. The
church had only recently been completed prior to the earthquake.
(Palo Alto Historical Association Archives)
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past  Docent Class Begins M arch 23

Palo Alto Stanford Heritage (PAST) will be training a new docent class
March 23 to run through the end of April. Classes and tours will be conducted on Thursday evenings. Discover Palo Alto through the stories of
its early inhabitants and its architecture. Afterwards, share your knowledge. A commitment to give 12 tours over the next year is required. For
information, please call 650/299-8878 or email president@pastheritage.org.

1906 – 2006 E arthquake
Centennial R esources

Incredibly, much of what we know
about the 1906 Earthquake can be
seen or read online. Websites of
particular interest:
• USGS, The Great 1906 San
Francisco Earthquake: http://
quake.wr.usgs.gov/info/1906/
index.html
• The 1906 Earthquake Centennial Alliance:
http://1906centennial.org/
• The Great Shake: San Francisco, 1906: http://www.exploratorium.edu/faultline/1906/index.html
• The Bancroft Library: http://
bancroft.berkeley.edu/collections/
earthquake.html

Stanford Spring House
Tour, A pril 30

Sunday, April 30, 1:00 – 4:00, the
public is invited to tour four houses
designed by highly acclaimed Bay
Area architects. These houses are
featured in the book, Historic Houses
III: San Juan Neighborhood, Stanford
University. For tickets, send a check
(payable to the Stanford Historical
Society) to: Stanford Historical Society, c/o Sweeney, P.O. Box 19200,
Stanford, CA 94305. Tickets purchased by April 21 are $20 per person. After that, tickets will be $25 at
the door. For
a tour map, see http://stanford.
edu/2006/2006tourmap.pdf. For more
information, call 650/326-9212 or
email susan.sweeney@stanford.edu.
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palo alto historical association
P.O. Box 193
Palo Alto, CA 94302

next meeting:
April 2, 2:00 p.m.
Free & open to the public
Cookies & coffee

IN MEMORIAM

Virginia Beahrs (1911-2005)
Lois Rehor (1936-2005)
Earl F. Schmidt (1921-2006)

paha’s heritage programs
• channel 30 •
March: West Bay Opera’s
		
50th Anniversary
April:

The HP Garage

schedule
Wednesdays 	 8:00 p.m.
Thursdays 	 Noon
Saturdays 	
1:00 p.m.

Videos of past paha meetings
can be checked out from the
Main Library’s History Desk
during historian’s hours:
Tuesday evenings
Thursday afternoons

